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 VAWA Prohibits Charging Victims Out-of-Costs for Medical Forensic Exams (MFEs): 

• VAWA, initially enacted in 1994, mandates that states are only eligible to receive STOP
grant funding if the state or another government entity pays for the full out-of-pocket costs of
forensic medical exams for victims of sexual assault1 without regard to whether the victim
decides to make a police report, cooperates with law enforcement, or participates in the
criminal justice system.2

• VAWA 2013 prohibits states from charging for rape kits and later reimbursing the victim for
the out-of-pocket expenses for the exam.3

• Health care providers are also required to coordinate with other health care providers to
notify victims of sexual assault of the availability of rape exams at no cost to the victims.4

• Should a state require or ask victims to submit charges for rape exams to a private insurance
company, states are required to ensure any co-payments or deductibles are charged to the
state entity that pays for rape exams, not the victim.5

Immigration Status and Medical Forensic Exam Payment: 

• Immigration status is irrelevant for exam payment, which means, immigrant sexual assault
survivors are treated the same as any sexual assault survivor and under VAWA cannot be
charged any out-of-pocket expenses related to Medical Forensic Exams (MFEs).6

When The Rape Occurs in One Location and the Medical Forensic Exam Takes Place in 
Another: 

• The vast majority of states pay for Medical Forensic Exams performed in the state without
regard to whether or not the sexual assault took place in that state.7

• A few states have laws or policies that only pay for forensic exams when the sexual assault
took place in the state or when the Medical Forensic Exam was performed in the state.8

When these laws conflict, under VAWA, the states are responsible working together to
ensure that the victim is not billed for any out-of-pocket costs for the Medical Forensic
Exam.9

• If the sexual assault occurred in another country or if the location where the sexual assault
occurred is not covering the costs of the forensic exam, the state in which the Medical
Forensic Exam is performed is responsible for covering the costs to ensure that the victim is
not billed for out-of-pocket costs associated with the Medical Forensic Exam to be compliant
with VAWA.10
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 Gaps on the Coverage and out-of-pocket expenses: 

• What services and costs are considered to be part of the Medical Forensic Exams performed 
vary by state.11  

• The Medical Forensic Examination includes at a minimum staff time, equipment and 
supplies associated with:12  

• Gathering information from the patient for the forensic medical history;  
• Head-to-toe examination of the patient;  
• Documentation of biological and physical findings; and   
• Collection of evidence from the patient. 

• Sexual assault survivors often have important needs for continued physical and mental 
healthcare services that go beyond what the state covers related to the Medical Forensic 
Exam (MFE).13 Coverage for services beyond rape kits varies by state, with survivors 
incurring costs not included in the MFE for STI testing, completing Post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP) treatment to protect against HIV, emergency contraception, oral or 
injected medications (e.g. antibiotics), or injury-related services. 14 

• When these services are not included in the Medical Forensic Exam, victims are often 
charged the out-of-pocket costs for these important post-sexual assault healthcare services.15 

 

Where Immigrant Survivors Can Access to Health Care Regardless of Immigration Status: 
• Payment for out-of-pocket expenses for health care costs that are not considered to be part of 

the Medical Forensic Exam can be an issue for immigrants that do not have access to private 
medical insurance or subsidized health care. 16   

• Not all immigrants are eligible to purchase health insurance on the healthcare exchanges, 
even if they have pending or approved immigration applications. 17  

• The Affordable Care Act18 and HHS implementing regulations19 provide a list of 
immigrants considered lawfully present who are eligible to purchase health insurance 
on the state and federal healthcare exchanges.20  

• See the Health Care Options for Immigrant Survivors Factsheet for more information on 
the options available to immigrants for accessing health care treatments and other public 
benefits. 

 

 
1 34 U.S.C § 10449(a)(1)(A); 34 U.S.C § 10449(b); OFFICE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (OVW), FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS (FAQS) ABOUT STOP FORMULA GRANTS, 37 (Oct. 2017), 
https://www.justice.gov/ovw/page/file/1008816/dl?inline 
2 34 U.S.C § 10449(d)(1); Effective January 5, 2009 states will not be in compliance with VAWA and will be ineligible 
to receive STOP program funds if the victim must either cooperate with law enforcement or participate in the criminal 
justice system in order to be provided a Medical Forensic Exam or receive payment for these exams. OFFICE OF 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (OVW), FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS) ABOUT STOP FORMULA GRANTS, 39 (Oct. 
2017), https://www.justice.gov/ovw/page/file/1008816/ dl?inline As a result, in most cases when the victim does not 
choose to report the assault to law enforcement or to participate with the criminal justice process, a state that 
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Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. 111–152 (enacted on March 10, 2010) (amended and revised several  



 

4 
 

https://forensicnurses.org 

https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu 
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the Eligibility of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Recipients and Certain Other Noncitizens for a 
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